Ethnic Minority Achievement Service (EMAS)

In September 2000, the Bilingual Learners Support Service (BLSS) was re-named the Ethnic Minority Achievement Service (EMAS), in order to reflect the DfEE aim for EMTAG funded services to include ALL minority ethnic pupils "at risk of underachievement" as well as pupils with EAL needs.

EMAS exists to raise the attainment of bilingual and ethnic minority students within Portsmouth Schools. This is achieved primarily through accessing children to the curriculum and providing focused support both within and outside the classroom.

The various projects and funding bodies of the service each allow different aspects of children's developing needs to be addressed, whether through improving literacy skills within the NGfL project, or through SRB funded homework clubs.

Our service in brief

The main aims of the service are to work in partnership with schools to:

· Reduce the level of under-achievement of ethnic minority pupils, including those with English as an Additional Language (EAL).

· Provide support for parents needing additional information, knowledge and translation in order to participate actively in the education of their children. 

· Develop provision for race equality and cultural diversity. 

The core of the service is funded by the Ethnic Minority Achievement Grant (EMAG) but EMAS also manages projects funded by the Single Regeneration Budget (SRB) and the National Grid for Learning (NGfL).
EMAS offers a service designed to meet the needs of pupils, parents and schools in accordance with:
· Specific objectives for EMAG funding set out by the DfEE 

· QCA revised Curriculum for September 2000 and QCA guidance on EAL assessment "A Language in Common" 

· Portsmouth Local Education Authority Policy "Intercultural Education" Guidelines 

	1. Specialist Teaching
	Partnership teaching; collaborative teaching; support teaching: 1:1, group teaching, whole class support, EAL and intercultural strategies

	2. Bilingual Assistance
	First language support related to access to the curriculum and assessment; home-school links; pastoral support.

	3. Resource development
	Differentiated materials; dual language curriculum support materials; Directed Activities Related to Texts (DARTS); IT-software for supporting bilingual learners; intercultural

	4. Inservice Training
	School/cluster/EMAS centre based; 1st/2nd language acquisition; language/curriculum support strategies; resource development; language across the curriculum; language awareness; intercultural education

	5. Assessment
	Initial assessment of new arrivals; assessment tasks and tests; teacher assessment; records of achievement.

	6. Curriculum Development
	In accordance with School Improvement Plans (SIPs)

	7. Whole School Policies
	Support for whole school policies (e.g. admissions policy, language policy) which take account of the needs and skills of ethnic minority and bilingual learners

	8. Parental Partnership
	Support for promoting home-school-community links.

	9. Pastoral Systems
	Support for pastoral systems including information, advice, resources re. religious, linguistic & cultural matters.


